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the field of photography, a cable release is an
electronic device that allows the photographer to
trigger the shutter of a camera remotely. The
camera user must typically have had pressing the
shutter button in close proximity to the camera to
manually trigger a cable release. With a cable
release, the shutter can be triggered by a trigger
button on the camera or with a remote device,
whether wired or wireless. This allows for
spontaneous shots in fast-paced situations such
as in sports photography or for telephoto work in
which the photographer can control exactly when
and where the shutter is released to compose the
shot. The cable release can be either attached to
a specific camera or released from a remote
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transmitter, permitting the user to trigger the
camera from any desired location. A remote cable
release is triggered by the same signal as a
camera's shutter, and is usually attached to a
specialized release or remote control. Most of the
wireless cable releases were designed for sports
or event photography, and are used to control the
shutter release speed of an SLR camera. There
are also simple cable releases designed for other
applications. The shutter button or button of a
camera can be replaced with a cable release. This
is useful for situations where the shutter button is
too small for the photographer to easily actuate or
is already used by another device, such as an
audio mixer or video camera. The Universal
Remora cable release can also be used to
remotely control the ISO on DSLRs without the
front control dial and with very little manual
intervention. Since a cable release is mechanically
connected to the shutter button it cannot send the
same signal as the shutter itself, which is used to
trigger the camera shutter. Instead, the cable
release applies a different signal to initiate the
camera shutter to achieve the same result.
Connecting a cable release to the shutter button
allows the photographer to use the cable release
not only for triggering the camera shutter but also
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for certain other camera functions. This is a widely
used method to remotely control the camera
function, known as a remote release. A cable
release is used for the same purpose as the cable
for connecting a microphone to a tape recorder. A
camera cable can also be used to send the same
signal as the cable release.
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